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This book makes an urgent call for a reorienta- i F—

tion of Christian ethics in China.

Since the “reform and opening” policy was

adopted in China in 1979, the country has been en-

joying an improved standard of living and increas- |
ing freedom. However, the Chinese people are also |

experiencing many serious social problems, includ-
ing moral decline. Unfortunately, the ethic adopted
by many Chinese Christians is individually focused
and otherworldly, preventing them from respond-
ing to social problems effectively. Thus Lin tries to
trace the underlying factors, and propose a socially
focused and this-worldly Christian ethics drawing
on Christian virtue ethics, Confucianism, Chinese
Marxism, as well as the ethical thought of the first-
generation Chinese Protestant thinkers.
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Manhong Melissa Lin is ordained minister
and teacher of Christian ethics at Nanjing Union
Theological Seminary, China. She received her
PhD in interdisciplinary studies (Christian ethics,
Confucian ethics, and history of Chinese Christian
thought) at the Graduate Theological Union, Ber-
keley, California, USA. She has been engaging in
promoting ecumenical relations of the church in
China for a decade.

Ms. Manhong Lin has written an outstand-
ing study of Christian virtue ethics in the Chinese
context. Her proposal for a Chinese ethic that can
integrate the concerns of individuals, the Christian
community and the broader society breaks new
ground in its comprehensive approach and broad
outreach. Hers is the first study to draw on virtue
ethics, which, in the West, is generally a Roman
Catholic area of discourse, for a constructive Prot-
estant theological ethic that can encourage Chris-

tian involvement in Chinese society.
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Lin integrates Christian virtue ethics with in-
sights from Confucian thought, Chinese Marxism
and the contribution of the first generation of Chi-
nese Protestant thinkers. She wants Christians to
concern themselves more thoughtfully with the moral
life of the church community and its ethical witness
in the world. In this regard, she sees the importance
of Christians developing a better sense of chengx-
in (honesty and credibility) in the way in which the
church functions in the world. She interprets promi-
nent Chinese Christian thinkers such as T. C. Chao
and Y. T. Wu in new ways, reinterpreting their think-
ing in light of the virtue love which Bishop K. H. Ting
has described as God" s primary attribute.

In her final chapter, Lin takes up the issue of
migrant workers in urban areas as a case study of
what a virtue ethic can mean in practice. On this is-
sue, the church’ s care for and mission to migrant
workers can contribute to the moral discourse in
China and make its own contribution to building up
a harmonious society. The reader can see how her
understanding of virtue ethics can also be applied
to other social issues. In each case, alongside other
religious communities, churches can demonstrate
the positive role that religion can play as it develops
the moral importance of relationships between and
among individuals in church and society.

Manhong Lin is part of an exciting new genera-
tion of Christian intellectuals in the Chinese Church.
She is the first young woman from Nanjing Union
Theological Seminary to have earned a doctoral
degree in a theological discipline. | commend this
book to all who are interested in Christianity in Chi-
na, and in the importance of virtue ethics for their

own societies.

Philip L. Wickeri

Advisor to the Archbishop on Theological and Historical Studies
Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui (Hong Kong Anglican Church)
February 2010
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